
Responding to Challenges

At the start of FYE 6/09, Faith Network 
responded to the urgent needs of our 
underserved public schools by launching 
the Succeeding by Reading initiative.  
Now completing its third year, this three-
tiered program fosters partnerships 
between urban public schools and the 

wider community in order to advance student achievement in the 
area most critical for academic success:  literacy.                                         

Excel Reading Clinics provide individualized instruction and reading 
support for primary grade students who have fallen behind with 
their reading skills.  Excel offers no-fee weekly tutoring sessions 
during school hours, working with students referred by school 
personnel.  In the 2010-2011 school year, we staffed 15 Excel 
Reading Clinics with 120 trained tutors to serve 175 students. 
Faith Network library volunteers served over 900 hours during the 
2010-2011 school year.

In addition, we served 10 third grade students who had already 
completed our basic phonics/sight words/leveled reading 
curriculum.  These students worked on reading comprehension, 
fluency, and vocabulary development closer to their grade level.

About 10 Faith Network library volunteers served approximately 
1000+ hours during this school year in 3 ongoing and 2 special-
project capacities. At Emerson, our library volunteers staffed the 
school library 5 days a week to keep the library open and available 
to the school’s 275 students. We collected and donated hardcover 
children’s books to four school libraries to serve five schools.

Succeeding by Reading

Science Horizons gives disadvantaged 
4th and 5th graders a unique hands-
on learning experience of the natural 
sciences, inspires them to raise their 
scholastic performance, and promotes 
good stewardship of the environment.                                       

We expanded our program by providing direct help to the teachers,  
offering an after-school science program to increase the number 
of hours student have for exploratory science learning, and 
delivering science instruction to 4th and 5th graders.  

Our program served 752 students at 8 schools, expanded 
classroom sessions from 5th grade only to 4th and 5th grade 
classes at four schools and implemented an after-school program 
for 84 students at three schools. We enabled 215 fifth grade 
students from 5 schools to participate in the 3-day Mission 
Springs Outdoor Education Science camp. The instructors are 
certified naturalists and the curriculum is in alignment with the 
California Science Standards.

Science Horizons

During the grant year, 
Health4Kids (H4K) helped 
make it possible for 
over 2,000 low-income 
students to receive 
adequate nutrition on 
weekends.  H4K continued 

its partnership with the Alameda County Community Food Bank 
(ACCFB) to distribute bags of nutritious food to elementary 
schools.  We packed over 3,000 bags of food each month 
during the school year for distribution to 22 schools: 15 in 
Oakland, 2 in Berkeley, 4 in Hayward  and 1 in Livermore.  
Thanks to donations from the ACCFB, H4K also distributed 520 
pounds of dry goods, 36 chickens and fresh produce to schools 
for food baskets during the Thanksgiving holiday season.

Faith Network also continued its partnership with the 
Kaiser Permanente Educational Theatre Program to bring 
performances, workshops and family presentations/dinners to 
several of our schools.

Health4Kids

Faith Network’s three targeted programs came into 
being out of response to grim statistics reported by 
the Oakland Unified School District:

•  60% of Oakland 3rd graders read below grade level

•  70% of 5th graders score poorly in science  

•  63% of students who depend upon school- 
    supplied meals are undernourished on   
    weekends
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We are indebted to the over  
350 Good Samaritans  
who volunteer their time and 
talents to help the students 
succeed academically and create 
a positive working environment 
for school personnel.

Faith Network would also like to 
extend its sincere appreciation 
to our collaborative partners, the 
pillars of our network, for their 
suppor t. 

We convey our heartfelt gratitude 
to the many individuals and 
institutions for their financial 
support during the year. It is 
through their generos i t y  that 
Faith Network is empowered to 
carry out its mission.

Thank You

“If you find it in your heart 
to care for somebody else, 
you will have succeeded ”

Maya Angelou
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Corporate and  
Foundation Grants
Individual Donations
Institutional Giving
Other

Total Income

$ 204,750

$ 241,177

$ 37,112

$ 46,718

$ 529,757

Program Expenses  
General Admin.
Fundraising

Total Expenses

$ 294,389

$165,963

$ 21,314

$ 481,666

Net Income $ 48 ,091

Faith Network is a collaboration of congregations, 
community-based organizations, individuals, 
businesses, educators and civic leaders mobilized 
to help disadvantaged children reach their full 
potential and to strengthen the institutions that 
serve them. We are a non-sectarian 501(c)(3) and 
are open to the community at large.

Our mission is to give hope to vulnerable children by 
showing them unconditional love, surrounding them 
with caring adults, helping them develop academic 
and life skills so crucial to their growth and fulfillment, 
and working together to meet the diverse needs of 
students in our East Bay public schools.

o u r m i s s i o n

We served directly and indirectly over 10,000 
students, ages 5 to 18, who are attending 
under-resourced urban schools. Most of these 
students come from low-income families, 76% 
of whom qualify for free/reduced priced meals. 
Demographically, these students are: 42%  
African American, 37% Latino, 7% Asian, 4% 
Caucasian, 2% Filipino, and 8% Other. Nearly a 
quarter of these students are learning English as a 
second language.
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Tota l  Number of  Donors

Number of  New Donors

Average Indiv idua l  G i f t  S ize
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Achieve/World Academy, 2007
Bowman Elementary, 2009
Burckhalter Elementary, 2004
Claremont Middle, 2007
Colonial Acres Elementary, 2011
Community United, 2004
Dewey Alternative High, 2003
East Oakland Pride, 2003
Emerson Elementary, 2003
Esperanza Elementary, 2005
Fruitvale Elementary, 2001
Futures Academy, 2004
Grass Valley Elementary, 2006
Greenleaf Elementary, 2005
Harder Elementary, 2009
Hoover Elementary, 2006
Horace Mann Elementary, 2008
Korematsu Elementary, 2006
Lakeview Elementary, 2005
Laurel Elementary, 2003
Lazear Elementary, 2006
Lincoln Elementary, 2009
Longfellow Middle, 2006

School and year partnership established
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34.
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37.
38.

Malcom X Elementary, 2006 
Markham Elementary, 2010
Maxwell Park Elementary, 2010
MLK, Jr. K-4 Elementary, 2005
Piedmont Ave. Elementary, 2007
Portola Elementary, 2009
Prescott Elementary, 2009
Reach Academy, 2002
Rosa Parks Elementary, 2009
Ruby Bridges Elementary, 2007
Santa Fe Elementary, 2006
Thurgood Marshall Elementary, 2003
Tyrrell Elementary, 2011
West Oakland Middle, 2008
Westlake Middle, 2008
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